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Abstract:  Dust storms terrorized the High Plains in the 1930s, the 
deepest years of America’s worst economic Depression. The 
inhabitants of the Panhandle of Texas, as well as those in 
Oklahoma, Nebraska, and Colorado were deeply affected by this 
incredible phenomenon which is now known as, “The Dust Bowl.” 
This presentation revisits those years and discusses the forces in 
climatology and physical geography that caused the storms, as 
well as how the settlers on the plains contributed to the disaster 
unknowingly, through inappropriate and devastating land 
management practices. You will also learn how the people dealt 
with the fear and dust that placed their lives at risk. I plan to ask 
the students, “Could this environmental disaster ever happen 
again: why, or why not?”  
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